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volumes, filled with narratives of the holy lives and virtues of the sufferers
were forwarded to the Holy See, and the same year the Bishops of France
sent an address to the Holy Father praying for the near beatification
(le voeu fune glorification prochaini) of these eminent servants of God.
The cause of the Martyrs was announced at Rome as officially introduced,
on 18th January, 1916, and on I7th October, 1926, the Martyrs were
declared Blessed by Pius XL
[Almanack Catholique Francis pour 1927. (Paris: Bloud et Gay.)
Alison: History of Europe, vol. iii. Carlyle: History of the
French Revolution.']
SEPTEMBER 7
(i) DUCKETT, THE BLESSED JOHN, PRIEST, MARTYR
(1613-1644).   Beatified Dec. 15, 1929.
(2) CORBIE,1 S.J., THE BLESSED RALPH,
PRIEST, MARTYR
(1598-1644).   Beatified Dec. 15, 1929.
i. JOHN DUCKETT's family, " a very antient and worthy one," originally
came from Westmoreland, but was settled at Sedbergh, Yorkshire, at the
time of his birth. If it be true that he was bred a protestant in his early
years, he may have been a pupil for a time at the famous school of his
native place, which Roger Lupton, D.D., Provost of Eton founded in
1528.* However that may have been, he was not very far advanced in
his studies when he went to Douay, for he was placed in the " Humanities "
Schools. He afterwards passed through the philosophy and divinity
course magno cum plausu omnium, as the time-honoured phrase then went.
Mr Duckett seems to have been a man of very ascetic mind, for we hear
of him spending whole nights in meditation, and before coming on the
English mission, he passed some time with the English Carthusians at
Nieuport, where his cousin, Fr. Duckett, was Prior. He was not long
labouring in England. He was taken by some Parliamentary soldiers on
2nd July, 1644, the very day of the battle of Marston Moor, which ruined
the Royalist cause in the north. He was seized while on his way to
baptize two children, and when searched, his Ordo Administrandi and
holy oil stocks were taken as evidences of his priesthood. After much
delay, during which he was more than once threatened with (unofficial)
torture to make him own that he was a priest, be was sent to London.
1 Spelt also Corby.
1 Lupton died 1540, and was buried in his Chantry at Eton.   An endowment for prayers
for the Founder's Soul which was forfeited as for " a superstitious use,** was nrirMli dictu! re-
stored to Sedbergh by an Order of Council, November, 1552 (Edward VI),
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